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of a!P\ \\iiile society will give to the individual maximum
opportunity. Either can resist injustice on the part of the other
non-vioiently.

But the Stateless non-violent society in which there will be
no police and military., no law courts, doctors, heavy transport
and centralized production is an inspiring ideal rather than the
goal to be soon realized.33 Society can become Stateless only
when men have acquired complete personal swaraj and grown
accustomed spontaneously to observe their social obligations
without the operation of the State. Because people could not yet
rise to the level of this exacting idealism, in his corporate acti-
vity Gandhiji did not aim at destroying immediately hospitals
and courts, railways and mills, though he considered them a
necessary evil, would welcome their natural destruction and
was, in his personal capacity, working for the realization of the
ideal society in which these would have no place.34

Indeed, Gandhiji believes that the ideal society mil always
remain an ideal unrealized and unrealizable in its entirety. This
is his attitude towards all ideals.35 In 1931, referring to the
Stateless society he said, "But the ideal is never fully realized
in life."36 In 1940 in a conversation at Santiniketan, in answer to

of control; the social constitution stereotypes differences of status; the diffe-
rences in economic conditions and opportunity it consecrates are great and
cumulative; and the parasitic relation is maintained between races, classes
or sexes. On the other hand ethical instruments of control, such as public
opinion, suggestion, personal ideal, social religion, art and social valuation,
will be preferred in proportion as the population is homogeneous; its culture
is uniform and diffused; the social contacts between the elements in the popu-
lation are many and amicable; the total burden of requirement laid upon
the individual is light; and the social constitution does not consecrate
distinctions of status or the parasitic relation, but conforms to common ele-
mentary notions of justice. E. A. Ross, Social Control, pp. 411-13.
33  Amongst anarchist thinkers, Godwin, Thomas Hodgskin and Prou-
dhon did not look forward to the establishment of a society from which the
State would be completely eliminated. On the other hand Bakunin, Josiah
Warren, Benjamin Tucker and Kropotkin, besides many other  anarchist
thinkers, held that it was possible to evolve a Stateless society. Marx and
Lenin also believed that the proletarian State would wither away and people
would grow accustomed to observe conditions of social existence without
force and without subjection.
34 HindSwaraj, pp. vii & viii; T. /., I, pp. 885-86; and T./., II, pp. 1129-30.
35 See Chapter V.
36 r. /., July 2, 1931, p. 162.